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and I even question whether that will exceed the price of live men, of the height, proportions, and tremendous aspects, that I propose these should be of. But the annual saving will be so considerable, that I will appeal to every sensible and impartial man in the kingdom, if he does not sincerely think that this nation would have been now much more flourishing and poweriul, if, for these twenty years last past, we had had no other army.
Another considerable advantage consists in the great care and convenience with which these men will be quartered in the counties, where, far from being an oppression or disturbance to the public-houses, they will be a genteel ornament and decoration to them, and, instead of being inflicted as a punishment upon the disaffected, will probably be granted as a favour to such inn-keepers as are supposed to be the most in the interest of the administration, and that too possibly with an exclusive privilege of showing them. So that I question, whether a certain great city may not be eloquently threatened with having no troops at all.
Aj3 I am never for carrying any project too far, I would, for certain reasons, not extend this, at present, to Gibraltar, but would leave the garrison there alive as long as it can keep so.
Let nobody put the Jacobite upon me, and say that I am paving the way for the Pretender, by disbanding this army. That argument is worn threadbare; besides, let those take the Jacobite to themselves, who would exchange the affections of the people for the fallacious security of an unpopular standing army.
But, as I know I am suspected by some people to